
Greetings fellow model railroaders and SLOMRA members!  
  

As we roll into spring on the Central Coast, this year has already produced some out-
standing achievements and activities for the members of our association.  Our Sec-
ond Annual Model Railroad Day at the Oceano Depot on January 25th was a tremen-

dous success on all fronts.  The 
masses again turned out to view our 
various displays, including the un-
veiling of Superintendant Dennis 
Pearson’s beautiful and operational 
On30 modular layout depicting 
scenes on the PCR.  Arroyo Grande 
Rotary member Dan Cashier won 
the Amtrak ride for two to the Sacra-
mento Railroad Museum raffle draw-
ing at this event, in what proved to 
be a very lucrative fund-raising effort 
for the SLOMRA.  Many thanks to 
our members for outstanding ticket 

sales efforts; with a special nod to Jim Jonte for moving a tremendous amount of  
tickets in a very limited span! 
 

Combined with our model railroad yard sale, received donations, and the addition of 
six new club members, we raised almost $3,000 from this event alone.  Our post-
event media coverage was also unsurpassed, further adding to the achievement of all 
who pitched in and helped bring 
this occasion to fruition.  
 

Our community outreach pro-
gram continued on February 
22nd  with a visit to the Villages 
at the Palms and Oaks of SLO 
retirement community.  Secre-
tary Michael Mickens, his wife 
Maria, my wife Christina, and I 
presented about 30 residents 
and staff with a multi-media dis-
play utilizing our newly acquired 
video projector.  Michael had 
produced a couple of short 
movies that included sound and 
imagery of SLOMRA activities 
and model railroading.  The par-
ticipant’s thoroughly enjoyed the model railroading discussions and the doings of the 
SLOMRA, which was enhanced by O scale rolling stock operating on a small loop.  
 

The inaugural SLOMRA Boy Scout Railroading Merit Badge Program during a couple 
of weekends in March at the BSA Pow Wow in Santa Maria was a huge success!  I 
am extremely proud of club CFO Chuck Ellison, Michael Mickens, Dennis Pearson, 
and Phil Lawyer for their hard work and diligence in organizing, obtaining the         
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Phil shows Boy Scouts how to make model trees. 

Dates  to 
Remember 

 
Wednesday  

May 6, 5:30pm 
Board of Directors Meeting 

San Luis Obispo 
 

Saturday  
May 9, 10am to 4pm 

National Rail Day 
San Luis Obispo Station 

 
Railroad Roundup 

Santa Margarita Ranch 
 

Monday  
May 18, 7pm 

Movie and a Clinic Night 
Oceano Depot 

 
Sunday  

May 31, 10 to 4pm 
Open House and Work Day 

Oceano Depot 
 

Wednesday  
June 3, 5:30pm 

Board of Directors Meeting 
San Luis Obispo 

 
Saturday  

June 13, 5:30pm 
Reading Program Kickoff 
North County Train Show 

Paso Robles Library 
 

Monday  
June 15, 7pm 

Movie and a Clinic Night 
Oceano Depot 

 

In the Fall  
 

October 8 to 12 
Central Coast Railroad Festival 

San Luis Obispo County 
 

Oct. 28 to Nov. 1, 2009 
2009 Annual Convention 

Southern Pacific Historical and 
Technical Society 

Embassy Suites –SLO 
 See President’s Message on next page 

Jim doing what he does best:  Talking about trains!  



P.O. Box 4547 
San Luis Obispo, Ca 
93403-4547 

 
The 2009 SLOMRA Board of Directors:  

 
Jim Keating, President 

Stuart Young, Vice-President 
Chuck Ellison, Chief Financial Officer 

Michael Mickens, Secretary 
Dennis Pearson, Superintendent 

 
 

Members: Art Armstrong, Max Binder, George Byrne, 
Wilfred Cawelti, Jenny Curzan, Wayne Fulton, George  
Gibson, Walter Gilles, Richard Hamilton, Rich Hansen,  
Peter Healey, Jim Jonte, Marcie Lang, Phil Lawyer, Bruce 
Lewis, Don Lewis, Ronald Matthews, Rollin Neetz, Bill 
Obermeyer, Chris Palermo, Jim, Poulsen, Curtis  
Reinhardt, John Stilwell, Anthony Throckmorton, Jim Trask, 
Bill Weber, Ken Weber, Jay Weise, Dave Wilding, and  
Don  Zitting. 
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N scale Modular: In the South County, Michael Mickens 
and Dennis Pearson finished wiring the two piece yard 
module. Michael, Dennis, and Stuart Young are 
constructing more buildings for the ACME Industrial 
Complex. 
 

HO Modular: In North County, Chris Palermo has 
finished ballast and base scenery on his HO module and 
is busy planting a San Joaquin-style almond orchard on 
the module using two dozen "Photo Quality Trees," with 
simulated blossoms, handmade by member Philip 
Lawyer.  Chris is also working on two laser-cut wood 
structures for the module, has completed a scratchbuilt 
barn based on a Greenfield prototype, and is working on 
a scratchbuilt representation of the former Cinderella 
Raisins packing facility that stands in the Central Valley 
located in Selma, California.  

resources, and donating their time to conduct clinics, 
instruct local railroading history and safety, and help 
15 scouts obtain their merit badges! 
 

National Train Day is fast approaching on Saturday 
May 9th at the Amtrak Station in SLO, and is a FREE 
event from Noon to 4pm.  Club member David Weis-
man is the station host and organizer of this second 
annual event.  The SLOMRA will be on hand with 
model railroad displays and will also feature a railroad 
photography exhibit by club member Rich Hansen, 
whose photography at the SLO station won second 
place in Amtrak’s national competition!  This proves to 
be a great time including refreshments and live music 
commemorating the 140th anniversary of the driving of 
the golden spike. 
 

We are commencing our monthly club meetings with a 
little “show and tell”, so on Monday, May 18th at the 
Oceano Depot at 7pm bring in your latest project, kit, 
newest acquisition to your roster, or story to share and 
boast with the gang.  I look forward to seeing you at 
the next meeting! 

Jim Keating, President – SLOMRA 
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