
Holiday & Christmas Greetings fellow model railroaders & SLOMRA members, 
 

What a whirlwind year this has been for the 
SLOMRA!  A year ago January we were scrambling to 
obtain a generator to keep our trains rolling at our 
Oceano Depot Model Railroad Day.  Time rumbled 
along while we were enjoying and participating in our 
various events and activities.  Congratulate yourselves 
knowing that you helped expand the scope of 
SLOMRA throughout the community this year, and 
that the association was well-received at our vastly 
successful events! 
 
Our partnership with the South County Historical So-
ciety is flourishing and enhancing SLOMRA visibility.  
This was evident at our Second Annual “Christmas 
Trains in the Village” during the first two weekends in 
December at the historic IOOF Hall in Arroyo Grande.  
Families expressed that they were thrilled with the 
return of our holiday-themed displays in N, O, On30 

scales, and the debut of our first HO corner module!  
This four-day event had a great public response: $234 

in donations and thriving advance sales of RAFFLE tickets.   
 
The RAFFLE - A great opportunity for someone to win:  All-inclusive, round-trip for two, 
Amtrak train ride to Sacramento; Escorted tour of the California State Railroad Museum; 
Overnight stay at the new Citizen Hotel; Tour of 
the State Capitol and a Hosted dinner!   
 
The lucky winning ticket will be drawn January 
25th at the Oceano Depot Model Railroad Day 
(Winner need not be present to win).  Tickets are 
$1 each or a book of 12 tickets for $10.  Pur-
chase   them   from   SLOMRA   members  or  at  
Central Coast Trains in Atascadero.  The winner 
of this prize may reserve this trip anytime in 
2009.  Proceeds from ticket sales benefit your 
SLOMRA. 
 
Chuck and Sharon Ellison shared their warm 
and festive home December 13th for the 
SLOMRA Annual Christmas Party.  A selfless act indeed, as it was the night of their 33rd 
wedding anniversary!  Everyone enjoyed the evening and celebrating with them.  Our sincere 
gratitude to Chuck and Sharon for sharing their home and hospitality.   
 
The 2009 Board of Directors election was also held and the 2008 Board continues on with a 
couple of additions.  Curtis Reinhardt, who has been doing a fine job serving as our Member-
ship Director, decided to step down to focus more on SLOMRA event publicity and coordina-
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The Christmas train scene at the IOOF Bldg.. 

Dates  to 
Remember 

 
Wednesday  

January 7, 5:30pm 
Board of Directors Meeting 
The Club Car Restaurant 

San Luis Obispo 
 

Monday  
January 19, 7pm 

Movie and a Clinic Night 
Oceano Depot 

 
Sunday  

January 25, 10 to 4pm 
Model Railroad Day 

Oceano Depot 
 

Wednesday  
February 4, 5:30pm 

Board of Directors Meeting 
The Club Car Restaurant 

San Luis Obispo 
 

Monday  
February 16, 7pm 

Movie and a Clinic Night 
Oceano Depot 

 
In the Fall  

Oct. 28 to Nov. 1, 2009 
2009 Annual Convention 

Southern Pacific Historical and 
Technical Society 
Embassy Suites 
San Luis Obispo 

 
 

See President’s Message on next page 

These boys enjoyed the Amtrak hats 
and Doc Burnstein’s train whisltes 



P.O. Box 4547 
San Luis Obispo, Ca 
93403-4547 

The 2009 SLOMRA Board of Directors:  
 

Jim Keating, President 
Stuart Young, Vice-President 

Chuck Ellison, Chief Financial Officer 
Michael Mickens, Secretary 

Dennis Pearson, Superintendent 
George Gibson, Membership Director 

Members: Art Armstrong, Wilfred Cawelti, Jenny  
Curzan, Wayne Fulton, Walter Gilles, Richard  

Hamilton, Rich Hansen, Peter Healey, Jim Jonte, 
Marcie Lang, Phil Lawyer, Bruce Lewis, Luis Lozano, 
Ronald Matthews, Rollin Neetz, Bill Obermeyer, Chris 

Palermo, Curtis  Reinhardt, John Stilwell, Anthony 
Throckmorton, Ken Weber, Jay Weise, Dave Wilding 

and Don Zitting. 
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N scale Modular: There is continuing construction 
on the yard. Electrical switches have been installed 
to kill the yard tracks and create a program track. 
 
On30 Modular: Dennis has completed four corners 
which match with his two straight modules and he 
has trains running. Now on to the scenery, which 
Dennis has already started. 
 
HO Modular: The first two corner modules are built 
and two more are under way. The first corner 
constructed was given a temporary city scene 
covered in snow. The scene will be preserved for 
Model Railroad Day at the Oceano Depot. 
 

A big thanks to Dennis for having all three 
scales in his garage over the holidays. 

tion.  In that position, we welcome a returning member, George 
Gibson.  George is a former President of the SLOMRC, and we 
are pleased to have him return.  We also added the new position 
of Historian.  Sharon Ellison is very talented with creative 
memories and scrap-booking and volunteered for this position.  
Thank you Sharon and George for being on board to keep this 
train a rollin’. 
 
As previously mentioned, “Model Railroad Day" at the Oceano 
Depot is fast approaching!  Dennis Pearson and Walter Gilles 
have been working diligently on the new On30 modules, and 
will debut a fully operational layout at this event.  Also planned 
to be unveiled will be our newly operational HO module lay-
out!  This event will start our new year off with a Bang. 
 
I am proud to be part of an organization comprised of talented 
and enthusiastic members.  We are a great team!  2008 was a 
terrific year for our club’s growth and together we achieved 
many milestones.  2009 will be another action-packed year with 
SLOMRA’s version of the “World’s Greatest Hobby”! 
 
I look forward to seeing you in 2009 at our next meeting. 
Jim Keating, President – SLOMRA 

President’s Message  continued from other side What’s Happening by Scales  

F o r  m or e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  u s  on  t h e  w eb  a t  w w w. s l omr a . o r g  


