
  Greetings fellow model railroaders and members of 
the SLOMRA.  This New Year finds our club en 
route to some exciting things arriving down the main 
line!  I am honored to have been elected as President 
and will maintain the momentum we accomplished 
thanks to the leadership and guidance provided by 
our former President, David Chong.  David accepted 
an exciting career opportunity in San Diego, and we 
will definitely miss him.  On behalf of all of us, I of-
fer our gratitude to David for all his hard work and 
dedication, and wish him and his family all the best. 
 
  My late grandfather (for whom I was named) was 
President of the Sacramento Model Railroad Club, 
and my father and uncle were also members.  My fa-
ther remembers that club meetings were short on 
business, and the majority of time spent on operations 
or other aspects of the hobby.   
 
  I believe that to the extent we can move in that di-
rection, we can attain one of our goals:  Revive inter-
est of former members and attract and increase club 
membership.  Your thoughts and ideas about how to 
achieve these goals, as well as other innovative ideas 
you have, are important to the club’s success.  With 
the ongoing success of the clinics and member-

sponsored workshops, 
please feel welcome to 
schedule a seminar and 
share your skills and tal-
ents. 
 
  In addition to the goal 
of increasing our mem-
bership, we will also be 
looking ahead toward 
the commencement of 
our own club layout.  
We are enjoying our 

monthly meetings at our new digs in the Oceano 
Depot, but we must continue to pursue a permanent 
location for a SLOMRA model railroad museum 
that will house our club layout as well as our N-
scale modules.   
 
  Thus, we will be stepping up efforts in the areas of 
fund raising, donations, and sponsorships.  A major 
step in the area of marketing that will help us to 
achieve these goals is our new website currently 
under construction:  www.slomra.org.  Our Secre-
tary extraordinaire, Michael Mickens, has done an 
excellent job putting this together for us, and we 
welcome any feedback, ideas, or submissions you 
may want to contribute to the website. 
 
  Our annual Christmas party hosted by Jan and 
Terry Taylor was a lot of fun!  We all shared a lot 
of laughs, great food, and holiday spirit.  Many 
thanks to the Taylor’s for welcoming this bunch 
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In the center of the kids is Jim Keating, the new SLOMRA 
president, who has been a long time rail fan. 

Continued on next page 



into their wonderful, warm home!   
 
  At the party we voted in a new 
Board of Directors for 2007, and I 
would like to welcome Stuart 
Young as Vice President, Chuck 
Ellison our CFO, Michael Mickens 
continuing as our Secretary (Man of 
Many Hats), and Derek Benedict 
our Superintendent.  What a tal-
ented group we have; I look for-
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  I have started a new HO modular in my 
spare bedroom at home. I consider this 
modular a hybrid because I can mount it 
on the wall brackets at home or I can take 
the whole thing on the road for a show. 
When on display at shows, it can be setup 
on table tops or placed on an L-girder leg 
system that will be built later.  
  The modular was designed to be point 
to point with an emphasis on operations. 
Three of the four modules will have dedi-
cated ends so that they will have to be 
placed to the corresponding section. 
However, I did leave one end modular 
open for others to join. 

  When on the wall brackets, the rail to 
the floor height is 55 inches. This height 
is very appealing to me while preventing 
small children or the cats from messing 
with the layout. 
  I used a light weight construction 
method in order to make it portable and 
not place too much weight on the wall 
brackets. I used 1x3’s at the connecting 
ends and 1x2’s as supports else where. 
This will be topped by a one inch foam.  
  Because I did a full mockup on paper 
before construction, I was able to deter-
mine where my cross supports will be so 
they would not interfere with switch ma-

chines. I also used right angle vices to 
ensure the sections were square. 
  I’ll continue to share my progress on 
our website and in the next issue. 
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ward to working as a team with these 
gentlemen to continue the growth of 
our club enabling us to achieve our 
goals.  We’ve been given the signal 
to highball, so hang on to your hats! 
 
 I look forward to seeing you at the 
next meeting. 
 
Jim Keating 
President, SLOMRA 



cially available to N scalers. 
 
  Halfway thru the build I decided that the FRM RR 
would use DCC which presented a unique chal-
lenge as the engine is only a hair longer than 2 
inches. I settled on a NCE123 decoder and after 
many hours of trial and error, placed the decoder in 
the cab above the driveshaft. The unit runs well at 
slow speeds, pulls exceptionally well on the 5% 
grades up to the logging area, and is very quiet. 
 
Still left to finish is coupler mounting and canvas 
window/doors. 

  In my quest to build and operate a small branch 
line railroad serving a logging and mining area, I 
set out to find steam power that was not "run-of-
the-mill". The picture shows a recent addition to the 
roster of the FRM RR (Flume River Milling). 
 
  Old No. 3, a Class A 18 ton Climax, was built 
from a kit obtained from Randy Gustufsen who 
sells resin kits for 18 ton horizontal boiler, and 13 
ton vertical boiler Climaxes. His kits are complete 
minus the running gear and are very accurate to 
prototype measurements.  
 
  Randy's products can be found on eBay as kits, or 
RTR engines assembled by Randy himself. (There 
is talk that Randy will be producing 44 tonner die-
sel kits in the future.) 
 
 The running gear for the kits are the 4 wheel 
driven (1 w/ traction tire), 8 wheel pickup Kato 11-
105 chassis' which are a popular starting point for 
scratch builders of smaller engines not commer-
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1. Who was the first president of Southern Pacific? 
2. What three railroads provided service to the popular 

streamline passenger train the California Zephyr? 
3. What Class I railroad still provides both passenger and 

freight service? 
4. What Class I railroad still has cabooses and five man 

crews? 
5. What state currently has no Amtrak passenger service? 
6. The formation of Conrail (1977) was a consolidation of 

the Penn-Central and six more railroads. Name the 
bankrupt railroads. 

7. Can you name all four railroads involved in the merger 
of the Burlington Northern? 

8. Which company is regarded as the parent company of 
#7’s merger? 

9. Name the two railroads that also offer to transport pas-
senger’s private vehicles for an extra fee? 

10. Can you name the two stations for both railroads of #9? 
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  Our monthly meetings have been upgraded 
with improved clinics from backdrop 
painting to making life-like trees to 
installing DCC decoders (as David is doing 
in the photo above). If you would like to 
lead or suggest a clinic, contact Jim Keating 
at steamerajim@slomra.org 
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The Membership Directory of the  
San Luis Obispo Model Railroad Association 
 
The SLOMRA Board of Directors:  
Jim Keating, President; Stuart Young, Vice-
President; Chuck Ellison, Chief Financial Officer;  
Michael Mickens, Secretary; and Derek Benedict, 
Superintendent. 
 
Voting Members:   
Art Armstrong, Jim Jonte, Marcie Lang, Robert 
Massey, Curtis Reinhardt, John Stillwell, Terry  
Taylor and Dave Wilding. 
 
Other Members:  
Rick Anderson, Alan Beverly, David Chong, Paul 
Deis, Glenn Geissinger, Hilding Larson, Ken Weber 
 
 

For more information,  
visit us on the web at  

www.slomra.org 
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1. Leland Stanford 
2. The Burlington Route (CB&Q), the Rio Grande 

(D&RGW) and the Western Pacific (WP) 
3. The Alaska Railroad (ARR) 
4. The Alaska Railroad (ARR) 
5. Alaska 
6. Ann Arbor (1973), Erie Lackawanna (1973), 

Lehigh Valley (1970), Reading (1971), Central 
Railroad of New Jersey (1970) and Lehigh & 
Hudson River Ry. (1968) 

7. The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (CB&Q), 
Northern Pacific (NP), Great Northern (GN), 
and Seattle, Portland & Spokane (SPS) 

8. Great Northern 
9. Amtrak and the Alaska Railroad 
10. For Amtrak, the stations are from Washington, 

D.C. to Jacksonville and the ARR it is 
Anchorage to Whittier 


