
Greetings fellow model railroaders and SLOMRA members, 
 
The SLOMRA has really been picking up steam lately, being involved in a number of 
activities.  We also have the calendar filling up with quite a few exciting events com-
ing down the line!  The club is enjoying an increase in membership, and our fund rais-
ing efforts have been largely successful thanks to the hard work and diligence of club 
members. 
 
Mothers Day weekend was a busy one for the SLOMRA as we participated in two big 
Central Coast railroading events:  Railroad Roundup at the Santa Margarita Ranch, 
and the first annual National Train 
Day at the Amtrak station in San 
Luis Obispo.  Both events show-
cased our operating module dis-
plays and were viewed by large 
audiences who were very en-
thused with our modeling efforts 
and participation!  Many thanks to 
Michael Mickens, Stuart Young, 
Chuck Ellison, Dennis Pearson, 
Curtis Reinhardt, Tom Muran, 
Marcie Lang and Ron and Cathy 
Matthews for donating their valu-
able time to pull this all together.  
 
The SLO film festival kick-off in 
March was railroad-themed, with 
the showing of the 1973 classic 
“Emperor of the North” at the Santa Margarita Ranch.  Keith Carradine, who starred 
as “Cigaret” in the movie was on hand to share some anecdotes about working on the 
movie with Ernest Borgnine.  Evidently, “Shack” is not such a bad guy after all!  
Chuck Ellison’s dramatic N scale modules were proudly featured at this event, and 
made the local news that night. 
 
Great news; Monthly club meetings no longer include business agenda!  I know many 
of you are extremely disappointed with this revelation, but with the growing activities 
and events we are planning, we had no other choice.  Club meetings will now consist 
only of hobby-related activities and the number one reason why we are involved in 
this group…to have fun!  Separate Board meetings are now being held on the first 
Wednesday of every month, and are open to SLOMRA members.  These meetings 
will be held in San Luis Obispo and for meeting details and locations please consult 
our calendars on the SLOMRA.org website or our Yahoo Groups site. 
 
On the home front, I would like to welcome Dennis Pearson as our new Superinten-
dent.  Dennis has been hard at work putting together proposed standards for our HO 
modules, as well as the standards for rolling stock and On30 modules.  All the while, 
working on his On30 modules and adding new scenery to the Oceano depot’s new 
HO layout!  He has obviously found the fountain of youth that only this hobby can  
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A little boy dresses up and enjoys the model trains  
at National Train Day at the SLO Train Station 

Dates  to 
Remember  

 
May 19, 7pm (Mon) 

Monthly General Meeting 
Oceano Depot 

 
June 4, 5:30pm (Wed) 

Board of Directors  Meeting 
Check website for location to be 

held in San Luis Obispo 
 

June 14, 10am to 5pm 
Model Train Show 

Paso Robles Library 
 

June 15, 8am to noon 
Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast 

Oceano Depot 
 

June 16, 7pm (Mon) 
Monthly General Meeting 

Oceano Depot 
 

July 2, 5:30pm (Wed) 
Board of Directors  Meeting 

Check website for location to be 
held in San Luis Obispo 

 
July 21, 7pm (Mon) 

Monthly General Meeting 
Oceano Depot 

 
August 6, 5:30pm (Wed) 
Board of Directors  Meeting 

Check website for location to be 
held in San Luis Obispo 

 
August 18, 7pm (Mon) 
Monthly General Meeting 

Oceano Depot 
 

August 24, 1pm 
Arroyo Grande Summer  

Concert Series 
The Rotary Bandstand 

See President’s Message on next page 
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SLOMRA Membership Directory  
 

The Board of Directors:  
Jim Keating, President 

Stuart Young, Vice-President 
Chuck Ellison, Chief Financial Officer 

Michael Mickens, Secretary 
Curtis Reinhardt, Membership Director 

Dennis Pearson, Superintendent 
 

 Members:   
Art Armstrong, Derek Benedict, Jenny Curzan, Richard Hamil-
ton, Rich Hansen, Peter Healey, Marcie Lang, Bruce Lewis, 
Luis Lozano, Ronald Matthews, Tom Muran, Bill Obermeyer, 

John Stilwell, Anthony Throckmorton , Jay Weise,  
Dave Wilding, Don and Judy Zitting. 
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N scale Modular: Work has begun on the new two 
piece yard module. Thanks to a donation to the 
group, we have a large number of rolling stock and 
Stuart is working on converting the trucks to match 
the existing member stock. Anyone interested in 
building some industries on the yard module is 
encouraged to contact Michael. 
 
Future HO Modular: Dennis has posted the 
proposed standards in the “Files” section of our 
Yahoo Groups page. Standards are still being 
debated and open for ideas. 
 
On30 Modular: Dennis has constructed two pieces 
of the PCR and is working on the scenery. Michael 
is planning to build a module based on the Hadley 
Tower and the diamond there with the SP. We’re 
looking for more people to build modules to expand. 
Contact Dennis for more information. 
 
Oceano Depot HO Layout: Several members have 
been working on the Oceano Depot layout which is 
coming along nicely under the direction of Dennis. 

provide, and thank you Dennis for all your outstanding 
efforts!  Club members have also been working on a new 
and improved two-module yard for our N scale module 
layout.  The last yard we operated on was problematic 
and a bit cumbersome in all aspects.  Under the guidance 
of Michael Mickens, this project is coming along and 
should be ready for operations at our next event. 
 
This next big club event will be an Open House run at the 
Paso Robles Library on Saturday,  June 14th from 10am to 
4pm.  We are thrilled for the opportunity to bring our lay-
out displays to the North County and to showcase our 
new modules.   This exciting event will require the help of 
as many SLOMRA members as possible, so please let us 
know if you can assist with the chore of running trains! 
 
We all know of some inalienable rights of man; “Life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness”…Here is our version 
(not that there is anything wrong with the first!):  It’s a 
grand life, with plenty of liberties in the way you enjoy it 
and the pursuit of happiness is no longer a problem…if 
you’re a model railroader! 
 
Yes, model railroading is good for your “constitution”… 
find a model railroader and you’ve found a happy person.  
Model Railroading is Fun! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

Jim Keating , President - SLOMRA 

 
What’s Happening by Scales  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  u s  o n  
t h e  w e b  a t  w w w . s l o m r a . o r g  


