
     Greetings fellow modelers and SLOMRA members!  
We’re beginning our second quarter with some exciting 
news to report!  The San Luis Obispo Model Railroad As-
sociation is now a Public Benefit Corporation and is just 
one step away from our 501(c)I status.  This last hurdle is 
at the Federal Government level and we should have ap-
proval within the next few months!  I tip my hat to our sec-
retary Michael Mickens for all his hard work in this pursuit.  
We all greatly appreciate his devotion to our club. 
     We have had some fun and enlightening educational 
clinics this year.  In January, we participated in some 
weathering techniques provided by Michael Mickens with 
the help of Chuck Ellison using Floquil paint pens on roll-
ing stock.  Mr. Ellison also presented us with his “Old No. 
3”.  An N-scale Class A 18-ton Climax kit project made 
from a Kato chassis. Very nice work indeed. 
     February’s club meeting featured Charlie Burns pre-
senting a video and discussion of his N scale layout The 
SP Coastline 1964.  Charlie’s modeling is truly remarkable 
and we enjoyed picking his brain for some scenic tips. 
Derek Benedict, our Superintendent and resident modular 
guru, gave us a very thorough presentation of our N scale 
Bend-Track modules last March.  This was very informa-
tive, and we discussed the modules needed to improve 
our module layout.  More detailed information about the 
modules and standards will soon be posted to our website 
www.SLOMRA.org.  We also viewed John Allen’s video 
documentary of the fabulous Gore and Daphetid railroad. 
     In April, we were lucky enough to have featured pres-
entations by Andy Reichert of Proto:87 Stores and a rail-
road slide show by Brent MacGregor.  This was a fun night 
of model railroad information and prototype photography. 
Last week we were privy to take a layout tour of Jack 
Parker’s amazing layout!  This layout is something to be-

hold, and Jack shared his insight regarding his modeling 
techniques and skills! 
We are moving ahead as a group and are going to be 
planning some big events in the near future.   
I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting! 

Jim Keating, President -SLOMRA 
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A Northern Pacific passenger train crosses one of CVMW’s 
Pratt Truss Bridges on Jack Parker’s layout. 

Educational 
clinics continue 

SLOMRA is committed to 
bringing free clinics, open 
to the public, to those who 
want to know more about 

model railroading. 
On the right, Andy 

Reichert, of Proto:87 
explains the differences of 
standard HO equipment 

and more realistic to scale 
equipment. 
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     Art Armstrong is building an S-scale switching 
layout 2X7 feet with an attached three track fiddle 
yard in a 10X10 room.  Track laying is about half-
way finished - four turnouts made - three more to go 
plus two crossings.   
   Track is code 81 from Andy Reichert on ties from 
Kappler.  Turnouts will be manual with Blue Point 
toggles. Power is DC with DCC sound antici-
pated.  Loco roster at present is S-Helper Service 
SW-1 with two DCC 2-8-0s waiting for more space.  
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Hi Folks ... I have made friends with an Amtrak en-
gineer and he sent me this very nice photo of a for-
mer member of the San Luis Obispo Model Rail-
road Club. We've known Mitch Falkenstern since he 
was a little kid. Ask anyone at the Amtrak Depot 
and they will all tell you that they are very fond of 
him. "You go get'em Mitch." 

From Chuck Paul 
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We would like to thank those who volunteer their 

time to give presentations at our monthly 
meeting. Please support these friends of the San 

Luis Obispo Model Railroad Association. 
 

Jack Parker of Central Valley Model Works 
www.CVMW.com 

 
J. Brent MacGregor, Slide Collection 

eBay ID: centbr99 
rrphotog@yahoo.com 

 
Andy Reichert of PROTO:87 

www.PROTO87.com 

Art’s switching layout well underway. 
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From left to right: Art Armstrong, Chuck Paul, forgotten name, Paul Deis, JoAnn Wilding, Dave Wilding, Chris Palomarez, Rose Deis, 
Lance Falkenstern, Hilding Larson, Luke Falkenstern and Mitch Falkenstern (now a conductor for Amtrak - see photo on page 2). 

In the spring of 1999, Amtrak 100 was one 
of four pieces of equipment decorated for 
the “Celebrate the Century Express.” The 
train toured the country for 18 months with 
a multimedia presentation. 
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Western Pacific 805-A is now on display at 
the Western Pacific Railroad Museum in 
Portola, California. The 805-A is the last of 
it’s kind, which was built by EMD and used 
on the California Zephyr.  
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The Membership Directory of the  
San Luis Obispo Model Railroad Association 
 
The SLOMRA Board of Directors:  
Jim Keating, President; Stuart Young, Vice-
President; Chuck Ellison, Chief Financial Officer;  
Michael Mickens, Secretary; and Derek Benedict, 
Superintendent. 
 
Voting Members:   
Art Armstrong, Jim Jonte, Marcie Lang, Robert 
Massey, Curtis Reinhardt, John Stillwell, Terry  
Taylor and Dave Wilding. 
 
Other Members:  
Rick Anderson, Alan Beverly, David Chong, Paul 
Deis, Glenn Geissinger, Hilding Larson, Ken Weber 
 
 

For more information,  
visit us on the web at  

www.slomra.org 
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Top photo: Jack Parker (right) shows Philip Jones his plans to 
expand the layout. Bottom photo: Chuck Ellison and grandson 
Hayden await a passenger train coming into view. 


